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Music & Dramatic Arts Library 
Resources for String Players 
 

 

Journals for Strings  

• Journals have articles about your instrument, including technique, repertoire, interviews, teaching strategies, research, etc.  

• To identify articles (including some in full-text online), see www.lib.uconn.edu/music/ journalArticles.html.  

• Browse current issues and older bound volumes of the titles listed below on Level 2 of the Music & Dramatic Arts Library.  
 

American String Teacher 
Bass World: The Journal of the International Society of 
Bassists 
Chamber Music (from Chamber Music America)  
Galpin Society Journal (articles on musical instruments) 
International Musician 

Journal of the Viola da Gamba Society of America 
Medical Problems of Performing Artists 
Strad (monthly journal for professionals and amateurs 
of bowed stringed instruments) 
Strings 
Violexchange 

Selected Bibliography 
Items are located in the Music & Dramatic Arts Library unless otherwise indicated. “Ref” = located in Reference area. 

• To find books and videos, do a Subject Heading search in HOMER, the library’s catalog (homerweb.lib.uconn.edu). 
Type "stringed instruments--bowed" or the name of your instrument (use “violoncello,” not “cello”), ensemble, or 
genre (e.g., symphonies). Look for words like bibliography, construction, history, and instruction in the resulting 
lists—these are books/videos about your topic.  

• To browse the library’s holdings of string music or recordings, try the subject searches above. If you already 
know the composer or title, do a Prolific Author/Composer or Keyword--Boolean search. Ask for assistance 
when searching for music, or read the library’s Finding Music guides to learn music search strategies.  

General Sources of Interest to String Players 

[1] The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 2001. Ref. ML 100 N48 2001 v.1-29. Web access also available.  

[2] The New Harvard Dictionary of Music. 1986. Ref. ML 100 .R3 1986 Musical terms. No composers. 

[3] Baker, Theodore. Biographical Dictionary of Musicians. 1992. Ref. ML 105 .B16 1992 Includes works lists.  

[4] The New Oxford Companion to Music. 1983. Ref. ML 100 .S37 1983 Short articles dealing with all aspects of music.  

[5] The New Grove Dictionary of Musical Instruments. 1984. Ref. ML102.I5 N48 1984 

[6] Rabson, Carolyn. Orchestral Excerpts: A Comprehensive Index. 1993. Ref. ML128.O5 R2 1993  

[7] Schirmer Pronouncing Pocket Manual of Musical Terms. Ref. ML 109 S35 1995 

[8] Wotton, Tom. S. Dictionary of Foreign Musical Terms… (orig. 1907). Ref. 108 W78 1972  

The library’s reference collection contains other music dictionaries, encyclopedias, and bibliographies.  

General String Information 
[9] Allen, Michael. (1) Essential Elements 2000: For Strings: A Comprehensive String Method. (2) Advanced 

Technique for Strings. (3) Essential Technique for Strings [instrument name]: Intermediate Technique 
Studies. One book for each string instrument. Oversize MT 259.A45… 

[10] Baron, John H. Chamber Music: A Research and Information Guide. Ref. ML 128.C4 B37 2002 

[11] Burgan, Arthur. Basic String Repairs: A Guide for String-class Teachers. 1974. ML755 .B87 

[12] Cobbett, Walter Willson. Cyclopedic Survey of Chamber Music. Ref. ML 1100 .C7 1963  

[13] Cohn, Arthur. The Literature of Chamber Music. Ref. ML 1100 .C63 1997  

[14] Craven, Robert. Symphony Orchestras of the World: Selected Profiles. Ref. ML 1200 S9 1987 
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[15] Hamann, Donald L. Strategies for Teaching Strings: Building a Successful String and Orchestra Program. 
MT 730 .H36 2004 Music Library 

[16] Iotti, Oscar R. (based on A. Feinland). Violin and Violoncello in Duo Without Accompaniment. Ref. ML 128.V4 I6 

[17] Lamb, Norman. Guide to Teaching Strings. Oversize MT 259 .L27 1994 

[18] Lawrence, Ian. Twentieth-century String Quartet: An Historical Introduction and Catalogue. Ref. ML 128.C4 L37 2001  

[19] String Music in Print. Ref. ML 128 S7 F4 1980 

Violin 
[20] Beament, James, Sir. The Violin Explained: Components, Mechanism, and Sound. ML 802 .B25 1997           

[21] Index of Violin Music (plus supplements). Ref. ML 128.V4 W53  

[22] The New Grove Violin Family. ML 750 .N48 1989  

[23] Starr, William J. Suzuki Violinist: A Guide for Teachers and Parents. Oversize MT 761 .S7 2000 

[24] Stowell, Robin. Early Violin and Viola: A Practical Guide. ML 855 .S79 2001 

[25] Stowell, Robin. The Cambridge Companion to the Violin. ML 800 .C35 1992 

[26] Strange, Patricia. Contemporary Violin: Extended Performance Techniques. Oversize ML 857 .S77 2001 

[27] Wilkins, Wayne. The Index of Violin Music (Winds), Including The Index of Baroque Trio Sonatas. Ref. ML 
128.V4 W54  

Viola 
[28] Riley, Maurice W. The History of the Viola. ML 900 .R43 1993 v.1-2.  

[29] Zeyringer, Franz. Literatur für Viola. ML 128.V36 Z6 1985  

Violoncello 
[30] The Cambridge Companion to the Cello. ML 910 .C36 1999  

[31] Homuth, Donald. Cello Music Since 1960: A Bibliography of Solo, Chamber & Orchestral Works for Solo 
Cellist. Ref. ML 128.V5 H66 1994 

[32] Markevitch, Dimitry. The Solo Cello: A Bibliography of the Unaccompanied Violoncello Literature. Ref. ML 
128.V5 M28 1989 

[33] Walden, Valerie. One Hundred Years of Violoncello: A History of Technique and Performance Practice, 
1740-1840. ML 915 .W25 1998  

Viol & Viola da Gamba 
[34] De Smet, Robin. Published Music for the Viola da Gamba and Other Viols. Ref. ML 128.S7 D48  

[35] Dodd, Gordon. Thematic Index of Music for Viols. Ref. ML 128.V35 T48   

Selected Electronic Resources  
Find string-related organizations, advice, bibliographies, sound clips, dealers, and more on the web.  
 
[36] General music starting points: http://www.lib.uconn.edu/music/web.html 

[37] DW3 Classical Music Resources (Duke Univ.): http://www.lib.duke.edu/dw3/  
(select Classical Music ► Genres ► Instruments ► Strings) 

[38] Sibelius Academy, Stringed Instruments: http://www.siba.fi/Kulttuuripalvelut/instruments.html#strings 

[39] Hartt’s String Guide:  http://libaxp.hartford.edu/llr/Music_Guides/STGUIDE.HTM (subject headings, vendors, etc.) 

[40] Library of Congress Music Classifications (for library browsing libraries): http://www.lib.utk.edu/~music/lc.html 
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